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fondly hope to superinduce in our transac-
tions with the world, a close approach to
those distinguishing traits which signalized
the character of our illustrious patron, in
wnose i no ana conduct the pristine beau-
ties of brotherly love, relief, and truth,
were displayed without a single interven-in- g

cloud to shadow their effulgence from
the delighted view of an admiring world.

must be obvious to the most inattentive
observer that there is material distinc-
tion between tkis and almost every other
public celebration known to the present
age. We are not assembled to immortal-
ize the distinguished achievements of a
conquoring general, or to rejoice at the
results of a fortunate victory over an op-

posing enemy; but we arc assembled to
commemorate the reign of peace and to

cherish, cultivate, and improve those re-

tiring virtues of the human heart which
always avoid the pomp of public show,
and hence, in our exhibitions, there is

nothing the most remotely calculated to
awaken up the strong emotions of the
soul, or to arouse the passions of the
heart. 1 he wild and destructive tornado,
which levels with the earth whole cities,
and submerges beneath the ocean's wave
entire navies, strikes upon the mind a hor
ror whose impression nothing can efface,
while the common air which keeps the
mysierious machine of life in motion, and
is every where disseminating health a
broad, scarcely excites a thought. The
towering mountain, whose lofty brow is

wrapped in volcanic flame, and is ever
and anon emitting its destructive streams
of molten lava, seizes the imagination
with an intensity which no object howe-
ver beautiful, pleasing and deli'hful, can
divert, while the extending plain beneath,
whose fertility fruits and flowers, bring
weal in anu competence, pleasure and hap- -

pmess to all around, is viewed without
emotion, and passed by without reflection
But in a still more essential point, is this

anniversary distinguished from those
which are of a political or purely national
character. If we assemble to commemo
rate the achievements of the commander
who by prowess, slaughter and conquest,
has added to national fume the can 000;
roar, the victor's shout, and extended do
minions, necessarily and unavoidably as
sociate with them the thoughts of embat
tled held, contending hosts, and thousands

am. is the banner of victory unlurled,
uiian-inatio-

n beholds, in Us train, oesti- -

lence and famine, the sword and death.
Do we gaze with rapture upon the laurel
which encircles the conqueror's brow,
the ecstacy is repressed when fancy views
t crimsoned with the blood of the slain

and embracing in its tendrils the cypress
that mourns over the devoted destiny of a
vanquished, perhaps a noble and generous
foe. Even on our own national festival.
whose annual return brings to mind our
happy and glorious deliverence from the
galling oppressions 01 a foreign yoke, the
angry recollections of a cruel, tyrannical
and vindictive toe, mingle in our most pi-
ous and fervid grattitude to Heaven and
colors it with a dark hue of revenge: but
far different are the reminiscences which
this celebration induce. The emblems
which we display, speak alone of the
peaceful triumhps of virtue over vice, and
indicate a chanty as wide in its content
plation and action, as the earth itself.
Delineatedipon our masonic dress, is the
great temple of masonry . Its ample de
mensions and imperishable foundations
reach from north to south, and sweep from
east to west. Its expanded gates are open
to receive the just, the pure and upright in

heart, of every tongue, kingdom, country
and clime, and its arms encircle in their
benevolent embrace the whole familily of
man.

In thus meeting upon the day we dedi-

cate to the memory of our christain pa
tron, the mind naturally retrospects the
past. Time, in his silent but irresistible
course, has brought us down his current to
the period 01 anotner masonic year.
Twelve months have nov passed away
since the last anniversary consecrated
to the meriory of 'St.' John the Divine;.

During that period, how many of our iel
low-being- s, then in the bloom and vigor o

health, have gone to encounter the solemn
realities of another state of existence!
How many communities are now weeping
over the bereavement of beloved and vaiu

bin citizens, and vet our little band has
been preserved almost entire, Thede
Proving angel, at the fiat of Htm m whose

hands arc the issues of life and death, has
nassed through our midst, and has left us

mourning the loss of but one of our nUm

hnr T allude to the death of our esteem
ed brother, tha Rev. Josiah Box. Then
it behooves us, as masons and as men, to
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Delivered before thcJilasonic Fraternity, and
citizens generally, at Grecnesboro', Mi.

on the 27th day of December, 18-14- ,

BY GEO. II V I E , E S C .

(correspondence.)
(Jreenesboro', Dec. 28, 1844.

Sir The undersigned, committee appointed
hy Greenesboro' Lodge No. 4fi, respectfully re-

quest that you will furnish them a copy of the
eloquent and appropriate Address delivered by

ou, on yesterday, for publication.
Truly yours, &c.

A. P. HARRIS, )
ALPHA PEEBLES Committee.
It. B. CORK, S

Geo. HoiE, Esq.

(Jreenesboro1, Jan. 1, 184.".

Gentlemen Incompliance with your request
of 28th ultimo, I herewith pr -- sent you with n

copy of the addres delivered by me on the 27th
ult. The remarks made by me on that day
were prepared under very unfavorable circum-

stances, and without any view to publication.
I submit a copy thereof, with some reluctance,
fully conscious that there are numerous errors
therein, and must crave the charitable indul-

gence of those who may see proper to give the
same a reading.

Very respectfully, your eb't s'vt,
GEO. UUIE.

Messrs. AnJrew P. Harris, A. Peebles, R. B.
Gore committee.

ADDRESS.
Fellow-Citizen- s, and Brethren of the

Mystic Tyc: This day we hail as conse-
crated in free and excepted masonry!
This day we greet with joyous welcome,
as hallowed in the history of our order!

The propriety of perpetuating the me-

mory of striking occurrences, and distin-

guished, virtuous, and illustrious men, by
anniversary celebrations, may be clearly
inferred from the customs of every nation
in every age of the world. In the earlier
periods of human associations, other
means were used for this noble, generous,
and benificent object. A pyramid of
stone, or an ill shapen tomb, with tradi- -

tional narratives handed down from gen
eration to generation with hereditory pie
ty, served to teach the wild barbarian the

gratitude due to the hero of bis band, or
law-giv- er of his tribe, whose name and
deeds the ever rolling current of years
would otherwise have consigned to the

--7 S

grave of oblivion. The Romans preaerv
ed their consecrated temples, lasting
mementos of the ' Sunders of their em
pire, and the more enlightened Greeks,
availing themselves of the art of scupture,
immortalized in marble, the phtlosphers
the sages, and the heroes of their nation.
Thus did the earlier benefactors of man-

kind continue to live, for centuries beyond
the ordinary period, allowed to man, and
coniinued to make salutary impressions
upon subsequent ages, wlodern anniver-
saries, dedicated to the memory of those
whose philanthropy, pafriotism, or virtue
has formed eras in the chronicles of our
race, contemplate the same end, and sub-

serve, in a higher degree, the same pur-
pose. For these reasons, as often as the
wheels of tune roll round the nativity of
fc5t. John the Divine, we, aa ffee and ac-

cepted masons, are required to disconnect
our feelings and reflections from the dull,
the exciting, and perplexing care which
ever ambush the pathway of life, and to
concentrate our thoughts and affections
upon those elevated qualities which dis- -

unguianea mis aevout christain and an-
cient patron of our order. 'St. John the
Kvangelist was an active, firm, and con
sistent adherent to all the great tenets of
masonry, and our masonic injunctions
inquires us to esteem turn not onlv as a
uuvuieii ana consiam supporter add pa-tro- n

of our institution, but likewise asan
.pireu servant of the most high G.id. -

y una custom, consecrated by time, ap

towards the colud, and tfced forth . cfc--
nous brightness upon the dark aod be-

nighted bosom of the earth. That mmti
temple, in the building of which, u re
ceived its finishing touches, an J where
was hrst consecrated by the oreseoce vrf

the Omniscient God, is now tunglcd into
its native element the magnukeat siruc-tar- es

which displayed the glory and geeks
of Egypt, have sunk into the fast; a frsc- -

tured arch, a fallen column,
wall, or an abandoned grotto, is all
remains to speak to us of the
and inventive Greek, or the coble and in-

genious Roman. Yet, free and accepted
masonry is still one and the same. Its il
lustrious march has been onward. The
hand-mai- d of science, it has csoxusucd its
course amid the dreary ruin of ages, ajad
has signally triumphed over opposition
and persecution, in every age and in eve
ry clime. The deep-founde- d prejudices
of bigotry, and the cruel tyranny ol 1

ranee, have tied before it, like the
of night before the orient orb of day. YEHH
the pride, the glory and the mnJK
centuries have been submerged heaa
the dark waves ot oblivion, masonry has
still survived, with increasing strength.
and w4ll no doubt continue to live an
flourish until Time, ladened and tottenng
under the weight of years, shall take ha
last solemn leap over the frightful preci-
pice of dissolving empires, into the vast
ocean of Eternity .

Masonry has never made any noise in
the world. It has left its own innocence
and trusted to the purity of its own tenets.
to plead its own cause, and like the
ripltug nil, it has wound its way
those dreadful mundations of human
sion, which have so often threatened the
world with universal inundation, without
mingling with their poisonous, dark and
murky waters. At no time has it arroga-
ted to itself any supremacy over tae re-

ligious opinionsof men, farther than to re-

quire- its votary to believe in a Supreme
Being. At no time his it sought political
domination for ite!f, and at no time has it
asiteJ Ax:-Iusiv- e im-nun- i? f tM
iiaads of government. Eaualitf is the

great republican basis upon which it rests.
Around us sacred altar, the king and the
subject, the rich and the poor, the tearnei
and the unlearned, the civil. zed man and
the untutored Indian, all meet upon a le-

vel; and the only emulation thai exists is,
who shall best work and bt agree. It
eaves faction to the artfu, deinagogue,

ambition to subtle tyrants, aod all he ba-

ser passions, which have fiOed the world
with woe and miserv, o their biiuccJ t

owers, and seeks alone the universal ame
lioration of mankind.

But, it mav be asked, what are the ob

jects of masonry I We answer, the good
of mankind, the principles wtuca it in
culcates, and the duties which it requires
at the hands of its votaries are well cal-

culated to enlarge the sphere ot usefulness
in life. What religion is to the curtsti&n
world, masonry is to the moral, and in its
character we behold some of the most re-

deeming attributes of our fallen nature.
Not more solemn, grand and subitum is the
blue paviilioned arch which encircles the
universe: not more beautiful, fair, and
lovely is the rainbow of the east, than An
glorious galaxy of benevolence, charily.
and brotherly love, rounued upon these
noble and imperishable principles, the ci-

tadel of masonry can never be mored.
The storms of passion may beat
the thunders ot tyrannica.
may strive to subvert it, but it w

firmly fixed in its own native originality,
unhurt by the demons of ignorance end
darkness.

Masonry requires at the hands of lis vo--

tary the practice ot all me caramel vir-

tue?. It requires him to practice benevo
lence: not that visionary feasibility which
nasses off in moans and sighs ; net that
diseased grief which weeps but never
not that stupid sympathy which feels for
misfortunes which it never endeavors to al
leviate; not that muguided geuonumty
which would rather hazard hie u avenge
the conjectured insult of a friend, than to
step aside to save from hanger and distress
the poor and the unfortunate ; hut that ac-

tive benevolence which feebj alone to act,
and acts alone to relieve real suae ring; thai
benevolence which is never weary in weM

doing, and is only manifested by its good
effects. There is a kind of benevolence
displayed in the world which
tious of nothing but notoriety
another kind which seems to be wholly
blind in the choice of its objects; always
prodigal in the use of its meanv if gene-
rally results in the infliction of more eut
than it accomplishes good. But the bene
volence which, the mason is required to
cherish eiercise, reUras t omabeer- -

vation, nxanitestec only iu the hles--
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are the times and the seasons appointed
unto the sons of men. Then let us en
deavor to live as those who are couscious
of an impending mortality; and that when
these bodies are consigned to their mother
dust, our immortal spirits must wing their
upward flight to that Omnipotent Power
who gave them,there to be judged accord
ing to the 4eeds done in the body. Let
us endeavor to live the life of the chris
tain, that we may die the death of the
righteous.

In the few remarks which I contemplate
offering for your consideration on this oc-

casion, it is my purpose briefly to notice
the rise and progress of free and accept-e- d

masonry, so far as my limited sources
of information will enable me, together
with some of its leading characterestics,
and prominent duties which it requires at
the hands of its votaries.

We regard it to be no desecration to at
tribute masonry to the supreme Architect
01 the Universe,who presides in the grand
lodge of eternity, and the sound of whose
gavel calleff a dark and disordered chaos
into a prevailing harmony, and at whose
mandate there came forth, from the most
profound darkness, that bright and eriul-ge- ut

light which displayed to an astonish-
ed and admiring world, the grand and
beautiful fabrics of His construction.
Behold that royal arch which spans crea-
tion, bespangled with millions of twink-

ling luminaries, and determine who was its
archetect. Yes, Jehovah is a builder,
and the vast universe showeth forth. His
handy work. But speculative masonry,
as practiced by us, although perhaps ex-

isting in an imperfect form anterior, was
perfected in the building of King Solo-
mon's Temple, the grandest and the rich-

est, the most stupendous and magnificent
edifice, of which the ancient or modern
world can boast. In the building of this
Temple, besides ten thousand men cm-ploy- ed

in Lebanon to prepare timbers for
the craftmen's use, thero were ensaed
three grand overseers: Solomon, King of
Isreal, the principal patron; Hiram, King
of Tyre, Solomon's coadjutor; and Hiram
Abift. the "rcd Junior VVwrden and prin
cipal artificer, and who was, as is known to
till master. masons, a widow s son; togeth-
er with 3,300 Master Masons, 80,000
Fellow Crafts, and 70,000 Entered Ap-

prentices. And this immence number of
workmen were engaged for seven years
in the completion of the temple. To ar
range this immence throng of artificers,
comingrom different parts of the world,and
peaking different languages, into a pro

per organization, so that concord add har
mony might prevail over discord and con- -

usion, King Solomon, in his wisdom, es
tablished certain secret signs of recogni-
tion, whereby the grand overseers might
recognise who were workmen belonging
to the temple, and at tne same time
be able to distinguish the particular
sphere or grade in which they were em
ployed. And as the workmen were paid
according to the grade in which they were
employed, whether as Master Mason, rel-- J

low Uratts, or centered Apprentices, these
secret signs of recognition (whereby one
mason knows another in the dark as well
as the light,) served a most valuable pur
pose in enabling the workmen at even
tide to manifest themselve to the grand
senior warden, who was stationed at the
west gate of the temple, and who paid the
craft their wages, if any were due. And
these are the samo secret signs of recog
nition now used by ail regularly made
masons. But at length the key-ston- e is
laid, the earthly temple of the living God
is finished, and this vast concourse of ar
tificers are about to separate and disperse
throughout the earth: but before thus sep
arating, they were assembled upon Mount
Moriah, by the summons of King Solo
mon, all coming duly and trulv prepared,
worthy and every way well qualified to

receive, at bis hp3, the grand masonic
word. The solemn word ras thus impar-
ted, and this vast assemblage, then upon
the five points of fellowship, breathed into
the ear each of the other, the sacred
pledge of brotherly love, relief, and truth,
whereby, although meeting in distant
countries and foreign climes, each might
distinguislVlhe other as having been ini-

tiated into the secrets of theprder, and
then separated,each masojc bosom a lodge
within itself retaining safely and secure-

ly the inviolable mysteries .of masonry.
A nd from that period down to the pre-
sent day, free and accepted masonry has
remained one and the same. No --human
institution can boast of such immutability
More than three thousand years have al

ready rolled down the eventful tide of
tirae,since it commenced its bright career.
The destructive whirlwinds of war have
whirled in furious biasts over the earth,
leaving devastation, ruin and death to

mark their dismal course. The monu-

ments of ancient grandeur have crumbled

into dust; the sceptre has.faUondTom the

palsied arm of the haughty monarch:
kinos have tumbled from their proud aod

jolty thrones; and whole empires have
I
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